
 
 

Help Resight banded Brown-Capped Rosy-Finches (BCRF)  
If you visit the high country of Colorado in the summer or have a winter feeder please report sightings 

of banded and unbanded BCRFs. 

 

BIOLOGY AND NEED FOR ASSISTANCE 

 BCRFs nest in alpine habitats above 11,000 feet and distribution is almost entirely limited to 

Colorado with an isolated population in the Snowy Range of Wyoming. 

 In winter BCRFs are common at bird feeders at high elevations for short periods during winter 

storms.  

 BCRFs have declined by as much as 95% over the past 50 years and unfortunately we don’t 

know why. 

 To obtain a better understanding of movement patterns and connectivity of breeding 

populations, the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies in collaboration the Denver Museum of Nature 

and Science, the University of California at Santa Cruz, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, the US Fish 

and Wildlife Service, and the US Forest Service have started placing color bands on birds at 

wintering and breeding grounds. 

IDENTIFICATION 

 Medium-sized, slightly-stocky finch 

 Males: 
o Uniform cinnamon-brown on chest, neck and 

face 
o Similar color on back, but streaked 
o Belly, rump, upper and lower tail-coverts, and 

bend of wing tipped with pink 
o Forehead black or dark brown, becoming 

lighter through crown to brown 
o Short white feathers cover nostrils 
o Silvery underwings in flight 
o Black bill in summer 
o In contrast to the the other 2 rosy-finches, the male Brown-capped lacks the gray on the 

back of the head 

 Females 
o Similar, but brown coloration much lighter 
o Feathers tinged with light pink, sometimes nearly absent 
o Crown patch less distinct 

Adult male Brown-capped Rosy-Finch (Jacob 
Spendelow, Tringa.org). 



 

 
If you observe a BCRF, please report: 

 Date (we especially would like observations 15 June-15 August) 

 Time 

 Location (latitude/longitude in decimal degrees from phone or GPS) or a detailed description  

 Number of birds 

 Bands- If the bird is banded, record the color (silver, gold, blue, see below) and which leg (left or 

right) the band is on. Birds have been banded with a single color band on one leg and a silver-

colored numbered aluminum (silver) band on the other. Some birds may have only one 

numbered aluminum band. 

 Sightings can be entered into eBird, on the Rosy Finch page at www.CitSci.org, or using the CitSci 

app available for iPhones and Android devices. 

 Photographs of the birds and the general location. 

Thank you for helping us understand the movements and distribution of this iconic Colorado bird! 

 

For more information contact Luke George at: luke.george@birdconservancy.org, 970-482-1707 x13, 

230 Cherry Street, Fort Collins, CO 80521 

 

 
Brown-capped Rosy Finch with gold colorband on left leg and a numbered aluminum (silver) band on the 

right. Colorbands- blue, gold. 
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